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Tab ny my [elf oblt 2 to akdi- 
cate it to Bu, to whoſe eſpecial 
Service I have devoted my ſelf; 
and with whom,' by rhe good 
Hand o f God-upon me, I 
have 3 Now fir Tears pf 0 * ife and Moni: 
ftry with great Cimfor and, Ĩ hope, with ſome 
Succeſs. The viſible and apparent & 22 — 
with which you received it from the Pulpit, en- 
clines me to think it will not be * to 
Tow from the Preſs; and I would hope, the Sul. 
ject of it, being ſo loudly recommended to our 
x Confederation at this Tine by the Providence of 


God, may prevail with others alſo to think ciaſt- 


ty of the preſent Neceſſity of preparing to meet 
Him in * Way of His 7 laments. I am bear- 
rily glad to hear from many, — 706 ſervd in 
our own Congregation, I mean, the OI Solem- 
nity with which our Publick Faſt was kept, I 
hope it is a Token unto us for goud, I am ſure it 
will be ſo, if it be followed with ſincere Repen- 

rance, 
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Auos IV. uz Fo. 
E. herefore thus will Ido unto Thee; 
O Iſrael + and becauſe I will do 


this unto Thee, prepare to meet 
20 God, O Iſrael a -_ 


TT - q, HESE Words are an Expreſſion! of 
2 | God's ſevere Reſentment againſt a 
ſinful People; they are intended to 
awaken their Conviction, and to in- 
timate their Duty under the Noti- 
ces of approaching Judgment. God was ahgry 
with 1/7ael, and preparing to make them feel that 
He was ſo, and therefore ſends them this Meſ- 
fage by his Prophct. The Ten Tribes to who 
it is directed were neither drawn to Repentance 
by God's Mercies, nor reclaim'd from Sin by his 


Judgments: I hade given you {tays He) cleannefſs 
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6 A FasT SERMON. 
of Teeth, and want of Bread, I have ſmitten 
you wid: Blaſting Mildew, I have ſent a- 
mog you the Peſtilence after the Manner of 
Eaypt ; 1 have overthrown ſome of you, as God 
overthrew Sodom, &. yet have ye not re- 
turned unto Me ſaith the Lord ; Therefore thus 
will I do unto Thee O Iſtacl. q. d. I will goon 
co affli you ſo long as you continue impeni- 
© tent, the Judgments I have ſent already, I will 
© ſendoyer again, and add yet worſe Things than 
© theſe, except you repent 3 you may think and 
act as you pleaſe, but know, nothing ſhall ſatis- 
* fy me ſhort of ſincere Repentance, and ſpeedy 
and thorough Reformation. BEE 
I have choſen theſe Words for the Subject of 
this Days Diſcourſe, after many Thoughts about 
the preſent State of Things amongſt us. I would 
by no means raiſe any groundleſs Fear, nor 
make, or encourage, unreaſonable Complaint ; 
far be it from me to overlook former Deliveran- 
ces, or forget preſent Mercies. I would be as. 
thankful as any Man for the Goodneſs of God 
to my native Country, and I own, I can caſt my 
Eyes no where in all the World, and behold ſo 
happy a Nation as our own, and yet there are ſuch 
Symptoms now upon Us, that I muſt needs ſay, 
My Fleſh trembleth for fear of God, and I am 
afraid of his Fudements., If He be coming to- 
wards Us in a Way of Mercy 'twill be a grateful 
Surprize, if not in one of Judgment tis well, 
much better than our Sins deſerve, and many good, 
and wiſe Men amongſt us fear; if the Storm be 
already 
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n Weines and Sadie worlt be paſt with Us, tis 
happy, but if theſe be only the Beginning of Sor- 
rows, this is ſo much the more proper; 
in ſhort, whatſoeyer is in the Womb of Provi- 
dence, it muſt needs be well to mon for the 
worſt. 
To Mites in ſuch Preparation} let me make 
and emprove the following Obſervationn 


Do&. Ir 6 the e ecial Duty of a fel | 
People, under the 7 — 755 . 5 
r ta prepare to meet their ; ofended 
GO: N ; 


in, ſpeaking to this Dofirine) 1 will ht 


L To mention ſuch Things as appear to me 
. ercat Signs of approaching Puniſhment. 


Il. I will endeavour to ſhew how in ſach: 
a Calc, a profeſſing People ſſiould pre- 
| pa to mect their offended God. | 


I. The Signs of approaching: Puniſhmens are 
ſuch as theſe. oy 


r. The general Corruption of Mew's Minds and: 
Manners. © 
When a Pcople whom God has bleſs d with: 
great Light, and ſingular Advantages, grow gene- 
rally diſſolute, licentious and prophane, it is ves 


ry * to God, and a great Sign of ap- 
B 2 proaching 
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proaching Miſery. Ferem. iii. 8. Jeruſalem (gays 
the Prophet) 7 ruind, and Judah is fallen, be- 
cauſe their Tongue and their p are againſt 
the Lord to provoke the Eyes of his Glory. Se- 
cret Sin is obſerved by Heaven with Diſpleaſure, 
but when it is open and bare-fac'd, growing and 
abounding, it calls aloud for Vengeance, and 
threatens a ſpeedy -Puniſhment. The Shew of 
their Countenance doth witneſs againſt them, 
and they declare their Sin as Sodom, they hide 
it not, wo unto their Soul for they have rewar- 
ged evil unto themſolues, Iſa. iii. 9. When Vice 
ſpreads like an Infection, travels our Streets with 
an avowed Impudence, runs thro? the ſeveral Or- 
ders of Men, and it is thought a little Thing, be- 
cauſe a common Practice, to ſwear, and be drunk, 
to lye, and deccive, to be covetous, or unclean, 
to make a ſeſt of Religion, and ſcoff at all that 
is ſacred, juſt and good; Who can imagine that 
God will long endure this? Hall I not viſit ſaith 
the Lord for theſe things, ſhall not my Soul be 
avenged. on fuch a Nation as this? Jer. v. 9g. 
i hen Men caſt out their Wickedneſs as a Foun- 
tgin caſteth out her Waters, abundantly (i. e.) 
continually, and without ceaſing. Then be thou 
inſtructed O Jeruſalem, left my Soul depart from 
tee, leſt I make thee deſolate, a Land not mha- 
tited, Jer. vi. 7. 8. A Deluge of Sin if not fol- 
towed with timely Repentance, and fervent Pray - 
er, naturally, and almoſt neccflarily ends in a Tor- 
rent of Miſerr. „ e ple => 
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22. Unnatural Heats and Diuiſuns. 
Theſe have a bad Aſpect both upon our civil. 
and dacred Intereſts, and bode almoſt all that is 
ill to us confiderd cither as Men, or Chriſtians. 
Our Saviour long ago obſervd that à Kingdom di- 
vided againſt itſelf cannot ſtand, and it is equally 
applicable to every other Society. A dividing 
ppirit among Brethren is very unnatural, and in- 
deed a fore Judgment. Private Interelt is but am ill 
Principle to act upon, eſpecially in Oppoſition to a 
more publick Good, but what then is private Re- 
venge! Harmony and Concord only is the Strength 
and Beauty of Society, this can never be too much 
inculcated upon thoſe who are Members one of a- 
nother, That is a vile hand which deſignedly ſows. 
Diſcord amongBrethren, whatſoever alienates Men's 
Affections from one another, and enrages their, 
Paſſions one againſt another, weakens their Hands 
in Proportion, and expoſes them to a common E- 
nemy. They who being united, are their Neigh- 
bours Terror being effectually diyided become 


their Scorn. Our Enemies have been long of 


Opinion that to divide Proteſtants is the only ſure 
Way to ſubdue them ; hence are they reſtleſs, 
and unwearicd in thoſe Attempts, and what with 
the Weakneſs of ſome, and the Paſlions and 
Luſts of others, tliey have too often found their 
Account in them. How often muſt we be told 
,that the Goſpel of Chriſt is a Goſpel of Peace, 
that the Spirit of Chriſt is a Spirit of Holineſs and 
Love, and that the ſure Mark of a ſincere Chriſtian 
is univerſal Charity; on the contrary, if we are 
n oo ˙ 7 
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enflamed with party Zeal, continue to pull diffe- 
tent Ways, and will facrifice the Glory of God, 
and the publick Good to our own peryerſe Paſſi- 
ons, all will be thrown into utter Confuſion, 
ye bite and devour one another, take Heed, 
that ye be not conſumed one of another, Gal. 5. 


I 5. A | 
3. The Abuſe of eminent Mercies. 8 
Great Mercics abus'd into Occaſions of Sin, 
and 9d as Weapons of Rebellion againſt the God 
who beftows them is very provoking : To deſpiſe 
the Riches of Divine Goodneſs is vile indeed; 
nothing raiſes Reſentment higher, or ſtains a 
Man's Character with more indelible Infamy than 
groſs Ingratitude. It is recorded to rhe perpetual. 
Shame of T/rael, that they provoked God at the 
Sea. ' Even at the red Sea ; diſtingaifhing Mercics 
are ſuited to raiſe the moſt tender, and generous 
Sentiments in the Mind, to overlook and deſpiſe 
theſe, therefore argues a very diſobliging and per- 
verſe Spirit. How great Bleſſings are Liberty, 
Plenty and Peace, but ſhould theſe be abus'd into 
Occaſions of Debanchery, Pride and Luxury, no- 
thing can be more provoking, Dent. 32. 6, It, 
15, 23. Do ye thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh 
People and unwiſe, is he not thy Father, hath he. 
nor made tijee and eſtabliſ d thee? Again, As 
an Hagle ſtirreth up her Neſt, fluttereth o- 
ver her Joung, ſpreadeth abroad hey Wings, ta- 
keth them, and beareth them on her Wings, ſo 
the Lord alone did lead his People, but Jeaſhurun 
| | ; waxed 


DT 


„ 


A FAST SER MON. 11 


. 9 


waxed full, and kicked, they provoked him to jeas 
louſy with ſtrange Gods, of the Rack that begat 
thee, thou art unmindful, and haſt forgotten God 
that forms thee, and what was the Conſequence 
of this Ingratitude > It follows, when the Lord 
| faw it he abharred them, I will, hide my Face 
from them, I will heap Miſchief upon them, 1 
will ſpend mine Arrows upon them. Behold a 
Puniſhment equal to their Crime! When Mat- 
ters come to this Pals, God may appeal to Heaven 
and Earth againſt ſuch a People: Nothing deſerves 
more heavy Strokes of Puniſhment, than a long 
Abuſe of eminent diſtinguſhing Mercy,  - - 
4. Inſenſibility under remarkable Fndgments. 
This is obſerved as the aggravated Guilt of V 
rael, in the Chapter before us, God had afflicted 
them with Famine, Peſtilence and Fire, and yet 
they returned not unto him, they were become 
incorrrigible, and ſeem d determin'd rather to faf- 
fer than reform, now what can we ſuppoſe will 
follow ſuch an unuſual Degree of Wickedneſs 
They who hear not when God ſpeaks, are yet 
uſed to feel when he ſtrikes, in their Afflicbion 
they will ſeek me early. Of all things this Tem- 
per is moſt to be dreaded, nothing looks more 
likely to end in utter Rejection and Ruin, than 
an incorrigible Temper. We in this Nation 
have Reaſon to make a cloſe Application here, 
we have taſted largely of Divine Mercy, but this 
has not reform'd us, and now God has given us 
the Cup of Affliction; we are ſmitten as it were 
by an inviſcble Hand, and faln from high-rais'd 
| N. 
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Expectations to a low Eſtate ; the Pride of our 
Countenanees is fal'n into a ſudden Dejection, 
and we all ſee this potent, proſperous Nation now 
recling and ſtaggering under the Frowns of Pro- 
vidence : A ſweeping Plague alſo, as it were, 
waits on the other Side the Water for God's 
Commiſſion 3 hitherto it is ſtayed there; as if 
Heaven was willing to try one Judgment firſt ; 
as if God would wait till he ſaw how theſe 
Things will operate with us. Our Sovereign has 
proclaimed this Faſt principally on this Account, 
to deprecate ſo heavy a judgment; Q may it 
prove an acceptable Day to the Lord ! Attend; 
O our Souls, to the loud Voice of Providence! 
Amos ili. 6, 7, 8. Hall a Trumpet be blown in 
the City, and the People not be afraid ? Shall 
the Lion roar, and few or none hear and trem- 
ble? Is there Evil in the City, and the Lord 
hath not done it? They arc fad Things we feel 
already; but if we are ſo violently addicted to ſin; 
that there is no reclaiming us, worle Things than 
theſe will come upon us. en 
5. Neglect, or careleſs Performance of Religi- 
OH5 Dut 22 4 x | 
As nothing looks better upon a profeſſing Pco- 
ple than a regular, devout Obſervation of the 
inſtituted Worthip of God; ſo there is hardly a 
more threatning Symptom than a general Ne- 
glect, or viſible Coldneſs and Indifferency here: 
God has a jealous Eye upon his own Inſtitutions; 
and if theſe are corrupted, proſtituted or neg- 
lected, the Lord will ſearch out this, if we do not 
yg * ſanctiſy 
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andlig God in his Worſhip, he will ſanctify hum 
ſelf, and glorify himſelf. If we make no con- 
ſcience of his Ordinances he will deſpiſe us, and if 


we obſerve them in a Way that he appoints not, 
he will deſpiſe them. I hate, I deſpiſe your Feaſt 


Days, Fol not ſmell in your ſolemn Aſſemblies: 


rake away the Noiſe of your Songs, I with not 
hear. the * Melody of - your Viols, Amos, v. 21. 
Ceremonious Obſervances: will never paſs with 
God for inſtituted Worſhip, nor will his own 
Inſtitutions be acceptable to him unleſs obſerved 
with an enlightned Mind, an obedient Will, a 
convinced Conſcience, and devout Aﬀections. 
6. The Departure of Gt 
This is itſelf a ſore Judgment, and cntails upon 
a forſakeri People, a complicated Mitery, I 
to them. when 1 depart. from. them, Hol; ix; 


12. God's. Eſſential Preſence: departs from none 


of his Creatures; but ſo does ſometimes his 
ſpecial and gracious onc. His Preſence of gene» 
tal Obſervation is cvery: where, but that of pow- 

erful, and gracious Influence, may withdraw; 
and this I take. to be the greateſt Loſs that can 
befall any People in this World, and the foreſt 
Judgment either to particular Perſons, or to So- 
cieties. That Day the Ark of the Lord was ta- 


ken, tlie Sign of his gracious Preſcnce with that 


Pevple, all Iſrael fled before their Enemies, and 


Thirty Thouſand fell by the Sword, 1 Sam. iv. 


10, 11. King Saul that great Warriour, runs 
about in the utmoſt Confuſion, 1 Sam: 28. 15, 


16, fag, J am. fore: ai ae for the Phili- 
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ftines "make Mar upon me, and God is de- 
parted from me. With what Paſſion does 
penitent David deprecate God's Departure, caſt 
me not away from thy Preſence, and take 
not thy holy Spirit from me The gracious Pre- 
ſence of God is our greateſt Glory and Comfort, 
ſo long as we ſecure this it is not ſo. much what 
we loſe; or ſuffer : This, as it enriches our Mer- 
cies, and makes them doubly grateful ; fo it lei- 
{ens our Afflictions, and makes the heavieſt of 
| them' tolerable. God with us will keep Cor- 
rection within Bounds and Meaſure, ſecure the 
Benefit of the Rod, and cauſe the Trial to iſſue 
well: The Furnace in this Caſe will prove a Reti- 
ning,” not a conſuming Fire ; But if God depart 
from us, we are undone to purpoſe; his Spirit will 
then no longer ſtrive nor ſtay with us; his Word and 
Ordinances will remove with him; his Providence 
will no longer defend us, nor his Comforts delight 
aur Souls; our civil and facred Intereſts will both 
be deſtroy'd, the Foundations be out of Courſe ; 
every Creature will arm itſelf againſt us, and all 
Things run into utter Confuſion. O let all who 
have ever experienc'd the Preſence of God in a 
Way of ſenſible Comfort, and ſpecial Benefit, 
deprecate his Departure; lament O our Souls after 
a departing God! Dread his wrathful, and paſ- 
ſionately implore his gracious, Preſence. 


II. The Second Enquiry is, How ſhould a threat-- 
ned People prepare to meet an offended God ? 


This Enquiry is moſt important, becauſe, to 
think of avoiding God is vain. Adam 
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Adam made a very mean Figure when he en- 
deavoured to hide himſelf from his Maker, and 
found it a vain Attempt; whom God ſeeks he 
will find, whom he purſues he will be ſure to o- 
vertake, his Eye pierces thro the thickeſt Park- 
neſs, no Diſtance can remove us out of the Reach 
of his Hand, could we take the Wings of the. 
Morning, we could not fly from him, and 4 
we ſay, the Darkneſs ſhall cover us, even the 
Night ſhall be Light about us, Darkneſs and 
Light, are both alike to God, Pal. cxxxix. 
| To meet him, and endure his Wrath is impoſ- 
ble. | | | 
As well may the parched Stubble endure the 
devouring Flame, as ſinful Men ſtand before God 
when he is angry: Can we ſtop. the Courle of, 
Lightning, or hold the Wind in our Fiſts? No 


more can we bear Almighty Wrath: One Drop 


of pure unmixed Wrath will enrage the Con- 
ſcience, and terrify the Soul beyond endu- 


ring, while I ſuffer thy Terrors (fays Heman) Iam. 


diſtratted, PAL Ixxxviii. 13. 3 
To meet God and contend with him is fatal. 
The Wrath of a Creature may be withſtood, 
and when we cannot eſcape by Stratagem, we 
may poſſibly overcome by Force, but who know- 
eth the Power of God's Anger, according to thy 


- 


Fear, ſo is thy Wrath, one ſerious Thought 


of Omnipotent Wrath is enough to make 
the proudeſt Sinners ſtoop and tremble, what 
Confuſion and Horror would ſeize our Souls, and 
fill our World, ſhould the Almighty whet hs 

C 2 glit- 
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littering Sword, and bathe the fame in Heaven. 
Dear. Xii. 37:14, XXiv. 7. e 
We cannot meet God, and impeach his Righte- 
neſs, or juſtly plead we dont deſerve his high Dilſ- 
pleaſure. e ee 
Hoi ſhould Man be juſt with God, - he will 
contend, he cannot anſwer him one of a Thouſand. 
VL ſpeak of Strength,lo he is ſtrong and if of Judg- 
ment, who-ſhall ſet me a Lime to plead, Job ix. 3, 
19. God will do no Man Wrong, divine Threatnings 
are none of them arbitrary and partial, nor any 
executed Puniſhment undeſerved, or exceſſive. 
God has a Witneſs in the breaſt of every Sinner that 
he is righteous. How often did he ſhew rebelli- 
ous Ifta that his Ways were equal! The Deſert 
of Sin is the Wrath and Curſe of God, and if we 
ſay we have no Sin, we deceive ourſekves. 
Nor can we meet him, and make Satisfaction 
to his offended Majeſty, High of us can redeem 
his Brother, or himſelf, or offer to God a Ranſom 
for his Soul? To ſatisfy violated Laws, glorify 
offended Attributes, and give to God a Recom- 
pence for innumerable Sins is to be done by none 
but the Son of God, the moſt coſtly Sacrificcs, 
and paſſionate Pleadings of a wretched Sinner, 
will avail him nothing in a Way of Satisfaction, 
nothing avails here but the rich and precious 
Flood of a Redeemer, even Chriſt's Satisfaction 
had not been total and plenary, had he not been 
equal with God, hence that of the Prophet, a- 
awake ed Sword againſt the Man that is my 
Fellow, Zech. xiii, 7, 
| And 
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And yet Iael no doubt are directed how to 
prepare to meet God in ſuch a Manner as, if poſ- 
ſible, to prevent the Puniſhmentrhreatned againſt 
them; or, if that could not be, than to prepare 
to receive it. And hereupon it is proper to 
enquire, . OY 

1. How arc we to prepare to meet an offend- 
cd God, ſo as to turn away his Wrath from us. 

The Expreſſion which the Prophet repeats five 
Times over in this Chapter will furniſh ns with - 
an Anſwer to this Enquiry, yet Save ye not re- 
turned unto me ſaith the Lord. True Repentance 
is the only ſafe and comfortable Way in which 
to meet an offended God, then is God's Con- 
troverſy like to ceaſe with a backfliding People 
when they leave the Way of Sin, and return into 
that of Duty, thus ſaith the Lord God to the 
houſe of Iſraeli ſcel ye me and ye ſhall live, Amos, v. 4. 

Come then to God, in Order to prevent 
approaching Miſery with a true Senfe of Sin; 
to underſtand what this is, and what it de- 

ſerves. Sin is an Evil and a bitter Thing, pro- 
voking to the Eyes of God's Glory, an Affront to 
his juſt and equal Laws, a Diſhonour and Con- 
tempt of the bleſſed Jeſus, the Shame and Diſ- 
grace of the humane Nature, the Curſe and Plague 
of the World, and the Bane of all good Order, 
and regular Society among Men: As ever there- 
fore we expect God ſhould be appeaſed, this muſt 
not be regarded in our Hearts, cheriſh'd in our 
Boſoms, roled as a ſweet Morſel under our 
Tongues, no longer indulgd, no more excus'd 
and 
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40 palliated, but openly diſavowed, and publick- 
ly abhorr'd and deteſted. 

' Meet him likewiſe with elan Humiliation 
and Prayer. 

Ingenuous Acknowledgment of an Offence 
great affects a generous Mind. A diſobedient 
Child has no ſuch ſure Way to a Parent's Heart, 
as by Tears and Supplication ; nay, a Rebel, who 
throws down his Arms, and proſtrates himſelf at 
the Feet of his Sovereign, may hope to obtain 
his pardon. Prayer has been ſeen to diſarm (if 
I may be allow'd the Expreſſion) almighty Ven- 
geance, ſmooth the Frowns of Heaven, and ſcat- 
ter the Clouds of threatning Wrath. When 
God gives Opportunity to pray, and a Heart to 
improve it, it diſcovers an Intention of Mercy, 
and a Willingneſs to be reconciled. When his 
judicial Purpoſes are fix d, and the irrevocable Dg- 
cree gone forth, there is commonly, either no 
room for Interceſſion, or none found to make 
#. If there be a Moſes to ſtand in the Breach, 
Prophets, and good Men, to aſſemble the Lords 
People, and ſpread out their Hands unto Heaven, 
our Caſe is hopeful. That awful Prohibition 
Fer. vii. 16. has yet ſomething encouraging in it, 
Therefore pray not thou for this People, neither 
lift up Cry nor Prayer for them, for I will not 
 hearthee; q. d. Prophet, you know your Power 
. © with your God: ſhouldſt thou pray, I ſhould be rea- 
dy to ſtop the Meſſengers of v7 ay and Death, 
©] wort have you pray therefore at this Time 
* becauſe I wont have the Uncaſineſs to deny. 

| a your 
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your Requeſt. God is known to his People by 
the Title of God hearing Prayer, innumerable 
Promiſes are made to the faithful Diſcharge of 
this Duty ; it has been uſual with good Souls, 
who have aſcended to Heaven upon the Wings 
of Prayer, to bring down the tender Mercies of 
God from thence along with them; and it is the 
ſucceflive Experience of every Generation of good 
Men, that it is not in vain to call upon God. 
When the Spirit of God quickens his People to 
Prayer, and cnlarges them in it, they will pro- 
bably obtain what they ask for others; but if not 
that, they will however, at leaſt deliver their own 
Souls. | IBID» > | 
Add now, a Readineſs to part with every 
Thing which has given Occaſion to the Con- 
troverſy between God and us, Reſolution to re- 
new our: Covenant, and revolt no more; and 
the Work is done. 3.45343 ab 
And O that there were ſuch a Heart in us! 
Would we give up the accurſed Things that are 
amongſt us, ſacrifice the Idols to which we have 
bowed, ſlay thoſe Luſts which war againſt our 
Souls, and put away the Pollutions that defile 
our Land, the Heart of God would be towards 
us again, and we ſhould continue to behold 
his Glory as uſual in the Sanctuary! Would 
the Spirit of the Lord raiſe our Indignation at 
Sin, and bring us to that Tenderneſs of Spirit 
expreſs d by Returning Iſtael, ler. iii, 22. Be- 
hold, we come unto thee, for thou art the 
Lord our God. We might then hope our 
Days 
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Days of Mourning would ſoon be accomplith- 
ed, and a diſpleaſed God be angry with us no 
MOFCc. | | 878 J 
The Grounds we have to believe, that ſuch 
a Preparation to meet an offended God would 
prevent threatned Puniſhment, are 
; (I.) His Nature. | e 1 
This is merciful and gracious, infinitely, and 
unchangcably kind, and good : Mercy is the 
darling Attribute of the Almighty z the Sacred 
Pages repreſent this to us in the ſtrongeſt Light, 
and deſcribe it in the higheſt and moſt lofry 
Strains of Language; It endures for ever, it 
is from everlaſting unto everlaſting, it is ex- 
ceeding abundant above all that we are able 
to ask, or think. No Tongue can utter, nor 
any Heart of Man conceive the Extent of this: 
What Encouragement is it to penitent Souls to 
be told, that God zs Love ! His Works and 
Word abundantly declare 'this; behold God in 
the Goſpel of his Grace, behold him in his 
incarnate Son, remember at what a vaſt Expence 
he glorified the milder, and what prodigiaus 
Provocation he had to glorify the ſeverer Attri- 
bute, and then judge of this Encouragement. 
(2.) The Uſage of Providence, | 
The Sacred Hiſtory informs us, that ſincere 
Repentance always meets with great Compaſſion : 
The Princes of Iſrael and the King humbled 
themſetues, and ſaid, The Lord is righteous ; 
then came the Word of the Lord to Shemaiah, 


— 


Jaying, they have humbled then ſelues, therefore 
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7 6M dere} them, 2 Chron. xii," 6, 7. 
Whenever rebellious Iſrael came unto their 
God weeping over their Sins with real Contri- 
tion, he ſent them away rejoyeing: No In- 
ſtance can be given of a reformed People be- 
ing utterly undone and ruin'd ſo far from this, 
that the Prayers of a few good Souls have 
often ſavec a whole Society; had there been 
ten righteous Men in Sodom the City had not 
been conliumed. Repentance and Prayer have 
ſheathed the deyouring Sword, quenched the 
Violence of Fire, pacitied the Fury of Heaven, 
and recalled the Arrows of Death: The Deſign 
of Affliction is not to conſume,” but reform 
mm 

6) ) The Relation between God ond his Pep. 


This is very near and Inifltriats'; Hd gives 
Ground of great Encouragement in Times of 
Diſtreſs and Scaſõns of Danger ; Are we mot 
= People * is a Plea that penetrates into the 
very Heart of God, every Age and Generation 
of good People have found That à fuccefsful 
Argument in Prayer, hat wilt thou de to thy 
great Name. The Lord's Portion (Gays M 70 
is his People, and Jacob is the Lot of his I, WT 
tance, Deut. xxxii. 9. The Love % God to his 
People is rich and free, laſting. and unchange- 
able: He himfelf ſometimes. plcads. the near 
Relation there is between them, Turn O back- 
ſliding Children, - ſaith the Lord, for I am 
married unto you, e Goodneſs! What 
7 21 God 
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3 upon Thael, e Mothes to Repentance, 
1frael may undoubtedly return upon him as a Plea 
for Mercy the Love of this Relation beareth * 
Things, forgiveth all Things. 1 


6 His expreſs Promiſo. 
I J He rupee which i. called by my Names 


humble themſelues and pray, 2 ſeek my 


© Face, aud turn from their wicked Ways, then 


will I hear from Heaven, and forgrue - i es 


aud heal their Land, 2 Chron. vii. 14. 


confeſs our one, He is faithful and juſt fo 


give us our Sins, and to cleanſe us from all 
righteouſneſs, 1 John i. 9, "Theſe two Places 


are full to the Purpoſe, and tho' I mention no 
more, every one acquainted with the Bible knows 
that ſuch Promiſes as theſe are cxcceding many, 
as well as precious, and ſtand, and ſhine every 
where up and down the ſacred Pages. All this 
then is the loudeſt Call to deep and ſpeedy Repen- 
tance, and the greateſt Encouragement. to Faith, 
and Prayer: Thus ſhould his People endeavour to 
meet their God, and falling before him, may 


humbly hope che Lord vill lie them up. But 


2. Suppoſe Judgment is inevitable, and there 
be no Door of Eſcape, how are we then to 
prepare to meet qur God? 


- It muſt be own'd that Sin is merit at ack 


an Height even among a profeſſing People, that 
God cannot, conſiſtently with his Juſtice, and 


Faithfulneſs, any longer forbear to puniſh it. You 
havean Inftance to this Purpoſe, in the xivth. and 


xyth. — of Jereminh. The Dome urges 14 


f 
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an Gott Pleas for ierey wirh « paiſionatc 
O Lord, ſays he, the? our Inihulrits 


* 1, 45 f bon Js for thy Nada Sake, 
O the Hb of Tel he Suviaur thereof in 
Time # 1% "Why: fhvuldeſt rb be os 
4 Sh in the: Land 7 Again; Do nut ab- 


bor u for t Names Sake; do not diſgrate the 
Throm of iu Glory. But all would not do; 
the Anſwer was, Tho Moſes and Samuel hobd 
be fore ine, vet "ly Mind tvald not le towards 
this People| 5 them out of my ibi, und fot 
them go forth, ſuch as art for Death, tu Death; 
ſuch as ure for the Sword, tothe Swords, fach 
as arvifor the Famine): 26 tht Famine ; ani fiich 
| as art for th Captivity; tu the Captiuiiy. n 
If this ſhould come to be our Cale, -we muſt 
yer prepate to meet out Goch and in Order to 42 
it with Comfort, let us, 3t 5 ban 
1. r dell e Ward ef Gude colt | 
berate in our own Minds. about heir | 
Providente JENS 
God is not only an abſolurc — hot 
will is irreſiſtible, but he is a wiſe,” and good Be- 
ing, all whoſe Ways are Mercy and Truth; he 
has his own Glory always in View, and his Pe- 
ples beſt Good: There is à Beauty and Harmony 
in all his Works, God never acts unbecoming 
himſelf, never does a Thing inconſiſtent with 
his Honour, or takes one ſingle Step amiſs; his 
judicial Proceedings are guided with unerring Wiſ⸗ 
dom, and there is nothing partial, ot arbitrary in 
any of his Diſpenſations; here therefore let his 
1. D 2 People 
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and Wiſdom of Proyidence: We may, not know 
what God is about to do, what ſpecial Ends he has 
in his Eye, or What ſecret Purpoſe lic is effefting, 
but inaſmuch, as we are ſure, his Ways are equal, 
his Conduct regular, and ſteddy, and his Love to 
his People ſure, and unchangeable, we ſhould 
deſire that he would take his-own Way, to glori- 
fy. his o Artributes, to bring about his. own 
Deſigns, and to deſtroy his Enemies, either in 
our Souls, or in the World. Sliould his Judg- 


ments invade tlie Earth, it ſhall however ga well 


with the Righteous, God will either hide dach by 
his Providence, till Death has finiſh d its Tri- 
umphs, or he will take them away from the Evil 
to come, and it is much the ſame to the Godly 


wherhet they are delivered from Death, or deli- 


vered by it. The Pſalmiſt repreſents the Church 


joytul and triumphant, while the ſevereſt Judg- 
ments are threatned and inflicted; A Hire goeth be- 
fore him, the Earth trembled, and the Hills alſo 


"melted like Wax, at the Freſence of the Lord, 


 tait Zion heard and was glad, the Daug hters 


F judah rejayced, berauſe of * Jake, © 
£0rd; Plat: xcvii - 
20 fHould r:fign to his mi i; 

And this not merely out of Neceflity, but 
Shoe: not only becauſo it is an- irreſiſtible, but 
2 wiſe and holy Will, The Sovercignty of God 
is cnaugh to ſilence us, but his Wiſdom and Love 
will quiet and fatisfy his People in all his Con- 


duct. " _ Aaren 25 his Sons deyour'd by 
2 | Firg 
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Fire, from the Lord he was told, by Moſes; Fhat 
the Lord will be ſanctiſed in them that comes © 

gh him, and before all the People he will 
„ and hereupon it is ſaid, Aaron held - 
45 Peace, he uttered not onc complaining 
Word, his Carriage intimates Acquieſcence as 
well as Submiſſion, to Eli when Samuel dali- 
ycred that ; dreadful Meſſage, that God would 
judge his Houſe forever, makes this wiſe, and 
proper Anſwer, it is the Lord, let him do ua 
ſeemeth him Good, 1 Sam. iii. 18. And to 2 
Greater than Both, Father gloriij thy , Name. 
This is a Direction to good People how to meet 
divine ſudgments; let every ſuch Perſon reſign him+ 
{elf ta the Will of God, Here Lam, Great God, 
% do with tliy Sgrvant as ſeems Thee good, I am 
« aſclf judged, and a ſelf condemned Creature, 
but I lye at the Foot of God, I know not what 
* it will pleaſe the Lord to do with me, thy 
< Judgments are gone forth into the Earth, and 


£ may ſhortly reach to me, if thou ſendeſt Trou- 


* ble, who ſhall give Peace, if I ſurvive approa- 
ching Calamity, I will own diſtinguiſhing Mer- 
„ cy, but if 1 periſh, I periſh ; let God take his 
« own Way with me, if Life be ſpar d, III own 
** the Hand that faves me, but if I am appointed 
“ to Death, I will dye as I have livd, upon my 
< Knees, making Supplication unto my Judge. 
And now Lord, my Heart is fixed, I am ready 
« with Reverence, and Humility to meet my Fate, 
« go 1 muſt ſooner or later, I can dye but once, 
“O may it be a Paſſage to eternal Life and Bleſ- 
** ſcdneſs, and then welcome the Will of God! 

| * 
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n. ould be careful in be" found of: God 
» „ Peg. 

In 4 Time of general Diſtreſs, who would bs 
wiſh his Conſcience peaceful, and his Spirit calr 
and cafy ! How ttnhappy is he whom” Afflictiot 
finds perplexd with worldly. Cares, ruffl d with 

odly Paſſions or diſtreſs d with prevailing Siti! 
A diſcompoſed Spirit is moſt unſtitable to tuch 4 
as this; let us labour therefore after tliat 
eace with God: and with our own Conſciences 
which s the Purchaſe of a Redeemer's Death, 
the Fruit of the bleſſed Spirit; eſpecially, "! 
this unite the Heatts of Good Men in 155 
Love of God, and of one anotliet, is this 2 
Time for Bretfiren to fall out? Are we con- 
tending with one another at 2 Seaſon which 
reqttires us All to be ftriving togerhet in Prayet to 
God? "Will neither civil nor ſacred Inteteſts com- 
= our Differences, and reinflarne our Charity ? 
this a Time for Alteration and Strife, for Wtan- 
gling and Debate, for Jealouſy and Diftance? It 
is an odions Thing for Bretſiren to be Accuſers 
one of another at any Time, but in one of com- 
mon Calamity, it is Viflbly a fore judgment. 0 
my God may l be found of thee in Peace! Surely 
it is more than Tittie, for the Servants of Chriſt 
to lay aſide their Differences, and unite their Eu- 
deavours to prepare the Lord's People for what is 
before them in e Womb of his Providence. If 
a Day of Profperity has made ns wanton, one of 
Adverfity fhould make us confiderate ; who wou'd 
not wiſh to dye in Peace, ratlier than live in rhe 


Fire of — How uncomfortable muſt it 


be 
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be, to bear Winch. again the Perverſeneſs of 
ood Men! How, uncomfortable to perceive 'a 
inder in our Spirits, apt to kindle by every Spark 
of unhallowed Fire that happens to be ſtruck into 
them? A ſuſpicious, yncharitable, contentious 
Spirit, I ſhould think is neither fix to live, nor to 
dye withal ,., 
4. Ne funld exawine, aid cw h 0. Eu 
dences for Heaven. 
Now is a proper Tine $0 c cha Re- 
ality and Glory of that State, our own Title to, 
and Intereſt in, it, and how far we are meet to he 
Partakers of this laheritance. Let us go over the 
Grounds of our Hope afreſh, and fearch and ty 
our Heart and Way. O let it nat be a doubtful 
Thing with us, whether we believe in Chriſt, and 
are ſavingly united to him by a divine Faith; Whe- 
ther we belong to God, and are accepted by him 
thro the Beloved, to the Praiſo of the G Glory of his 
Grace ; Whether we axe tranſlated out of the King- 
dom of Darkneſs into that of Gods dear Son, or are 
till in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and Bond of Iniquity 
Have we been perſuaded, and enabledꝭ to yield our 
ſelves unto. God > Do we ſerve. the Lord Chriſt? 
Arc we the Workmanthip of: the dixine Spirit, and 
is He carrying bn a Work of progreſſive Sandtifiea- 
tion in our Souls? Have we a comfortable Hope 
that thro the infinite Mercy of God, and the in 
finite Merit of Jeſus Chriſt) it {hall go well with 
our Souls forever? And are we able to tender a Rea- 
fon of this Hope, with Meekneſs and Fear? If , 
we are in a good Poſture to meet approaching Judg- 
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oY See Dr. Calamy's Sermon on Truth and Love, lately printe ] tor J. Clark, 
ment. 
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ment. A Man who is fit to dye, and meet fot 
Heaven, has nothing to fear, unleſs it be to live, 
and be unfit again. Death is ſuch a One's Quietus, 
and ſhould it make ever ſo ſpeedy an Approach, or 
the Form of its Appearance be ſomewhat firightful 
and ſtartling, all that will ſoon be over: A well 
diſpoſed, well prepared Chriſtian may not only 
ſtand firm, and fafe, when God approaches to cor- 
rect his Church, but may ſtand upon the Ruins of 
4 conſuming World, in the Proſpect of a Fee 
Immortality, and in the Vittue of that Word of 


— 


God which liveth, and abideth forevet. 


This is what I take to be the eſpecial Duty of 
the preſent Time: I will now conclude, by calling 
upon all good Men, to ſhew their Love to their 
Country, their Duty to the Beſt of KINGS, 
and their affectionate Concern for the Proteſtant 


Religion, and the Liberties of England in this 


critical Juncture, by doing their utmoſt to pre- 
vent what our Sins but too juſtly deſerve : And 
who knows what ſuch a Day as this may pro- 
duce ? Perhaps, a Stop may be put to the Ter- 
rors of the Lord, the Judgments we feel may re- 
move, and thoſe we fear be kept at a Diſtance 
from us: Or, it may be, that a common Ca- 
lamity may unite, reform, and refinc us, and if 
it ſhould be fo, that God comes with Fire, and 
his Chariots as a Whirk&ind, to render his An- 
ger with Fury, and his Rebukes with Flames of 
Fire; yet bleſſed are they that know his Name, 
that Name which is as a ſtrong Tower, unto 
which the Righteous flee, and are ſafe, \ © 
F INIT S. 


